Garrison Weekend
Garrison Weekend
Trip to Niagara

Trade Faire
Garrison Weekend

Garrison Weekend

Christmax< at Fort Loudoun

Schedule of Living History Events

Apr 25 & 26, 2009
May 30 & 31, 2009

Jun 30 5, 2009
Sep 12 & 13, 2009

Oct 10 & 11, 2009
Nov 7 & 8, 2009
Dec 5, 2009
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Christmas at Fort Loudoun
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Apr 25 Fort Loudoun Association
Meeting 9 AM
Jun 27 Fort Loudoun Association

Aug 8 Fort Loudoun Association

Oct 10 Fort Loudoun Association

Dec 5 Fort Loudoun Association
Meeting 9 AM
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Forge Expansion Underway

When the construction of Fort Loudoun began in 1756, it was critical that the blacksmith shop
be put in operation as soon as possible. Tt
right hand man was Abraham Walker. Jacob Rough and Michael McEnfoot assisted them
during the first year of the fortds tenure.
for the fort and repairing items brought in by the Cherokees. Each expected extra pay for their
work but it was often reduced or denied by the South Carolina Commons House. In April of
1759, Captain Paul Demere wrote to the governor:

0 Mr. Smith wrote me word that the Co ¥
Months Salary due to the Smith. | assure you that | am afraid to Speak to him about

it, for fear he would not work any more, for he is Constantly at work, the Indians
bringing Every Day Some Thing or other To

After the fortds surrender in 1760, the forge
years. In 1983, reconstruction on the fort began in earnest. The first structure chosen for
reconstruction by the state park administration was the blacksmith shop. Although the shop

and forge were rebuilt it was rarely put to use due to the lack of a blacksmith. That is no

longer the case. We are extremely fortunate not to
have one blacksmith but three! Steve Marshall, Don
Abbott and John Couch work during every garrison
weekend to replicate the work done by Benjamin
Mathison and his crew in the 1750s. To make our
blacksmith shop more productive, the Fort

Loudoun Association has approved plans to expand
the forge. A second workstation will be built

directly behind the existing forge. We already have
a bellows to put to use and lots of projects to
accomplish. (continued page 2)
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A FORT LOUDOUN WELCO ME

Fort Loudoun is delighted to announce that Mrs. Patty Trimmer joined the Fort
Loudoun staff on April 2. Patty is actually employed by Eastern National, our
bookstore partner. Eastern National has provided the funding for Patty to work
13 hours per week. Patty will be greeting the public and tending the bookstore.
So stop by to welcome Patty!
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FROM THE PARK MANRGES DESK. . . Photo< From Fort Loudoun 2009

0..and you work?0
Recently, Park Ranger Will Kinton and | were in the fort, making preparations for the replace-
s w g

ment of the cannon platform in the Prince of Wales Bastion. As we went about our business, a
visitor approached to ask a few questions and to compliment us on the reconstruction. He asked

if we helped with the construction and, of
park rangers?6 he asked. 0Yes, we areo6, washA
again, we answered, oOyes we indeed do work. ma

answers he had received. The exchange also left me a bit stunned. | found it disconcerting that
one of our visitors would be so amazed that park rangers actually worked! Unfortunately, it
seems to be the norm that government employees are happy to sit back and collect a check. _
However, | can assure you that is not the case with the employees of Fort Loudoun State Historic 2%
Area. Whether it is our maintenance section, our park secretary or the rangers, everyone on our /
staff does indeed work. Each goes above and beyond in their own way. These are difficult times f
for all, but as citizens of the state of Tennessee and of the United States, you should be proud of
the staff of our site. As members of the staff, we all realize to do less than our best at all times is
no different that stealing from the taxpayers.

Fa

= Jeff Wells, Park Manager
Fort Loudoun State Historic Area

X 2009 TRAVEL PLANS

Forge Expansion Continued from page 1 Since the summer of 2008, the members of the Fort Loudoun garrison have been
planning to attend the 250t anniversary event on the Plains of Abraham, Quebec
City, Quebec, Canada. The event was being marketed as one of the largest

This expansion of the forge will gatherings of French and Indian War re-enactors ever staged. Thousands of
allow the front one to serve as an visitors were expected from Canada, the United States and from around the
interpretive station while the rear globe. The financial impact to

Quebec was to be measured in
the millions of dollars.

Despite all of the plans and
projected monetary windfall

forge is in full production. Be sure
to come by and visit Mathison
and his crew as they transform

iron into the tools and items to Quebec, the event has been
necessary for an 18 century cancelled.
military fortification.

A group of Quebec separatists
who wish the province of
Quebec to be a sovereign
nation, threatened violence
upon the re-enactors and
visitors who planned to be a
part of the commemoration.
Since English troops defeated the French those many years ago, the separatists
felt a commemoration of those events would be insensitive to the modern -day
Quebec citizens. With the cancellation of the Quebec, we were left with a hole in G
our 2009 schedule. To fill the gap, the unit has opted to support the 250"
anniversary event which will be staged at Old Fort Niagara in New York over 6
the 4t of July weekend. It, too, promises to be a huge event that will probably R
really grow as a result of the Quebec cancellation. The focus of the event will
recreate the siege and eventual fall of French Fort Niagara to the English in the
summer of 1759. In addition, the waters of Lake Ontario off from Fort Niagara
will be filled with an 18 t century flotilla which will bombard the fortification.
For more details on Old Fort Niagara and their upcoming event go to
www.oldfortniagara.org

Picturedfi John Couch, Steve Marshall,
and Don Abbott, the Blacksmiths at
Fort Loudoun.



http://www.oldfortniagara.org

